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from the Coramunications Chair

Hello and Wealcome to the August 2009 edition of the North Carolina Advocates for Justice Auto Torts
Section e-Newsletter.

Im this sdition you will find:
Interrogatories by Ervin Bazzle of Bazzle, Carr and Parce, P.A

On Point - Tapics from the Section Listsery
Life and Law - Section Member Announcements
Upcoming Events - Save the Date!

Thanks to all our present and past contributors! We would welcome any member willing to do an article of
an area of law, practice or technology that they find useful in eur area of practice. We are also looking for
fuiure volunteers to participate in the inferrogafories question and answer article. Please contact me at
sclontz@farrin.com if you have an intarast in writing an article or participating in lterrogstories. We hope
this Newsletter will assist you in your life and practice as an attorney member of the Auto Tords Section.

Thank you and pleasa arjoy!
Stewart Clontz
Communications Chair, Auto Torts Section

interrogatorias
by Ervin Bazzle of Bazzle, Carr and Parcs, P.A.
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Each month an Auto Torts Section member responds to a few questions regarding their practice and experience,
growih and changes in the auto torts practice area. This month, the Infarrogaforias spotlight is focused on Ervin
Bazzle with Bazzfs, Carr and Farca, P.A. |, on behalf of Auto Torts Saction members, would like to send a huge
THANK YQU to Baz for his inspiring and excallent aricle. Enjoy! -- Stewart

| am 60 years old and soon will be 61. 1 was born and raised in a rural community cutside YWalterborg, South
Carplina. My father worked for the US Submarine base in Charleston, SC and my mother ran the lunch room at the
sehool that all my family attended, After spending a year at Clemson University, | went to the United States Military
Academy at West Point and graduated in 1971. After spending two years In Germany | was selecied to attend Law
Schoaol in the Excess leave program. | attended the University of South Carolina School of Law and graduated in
1878. | sarved 6 mare vears on active duty until 1982 and remained in the Reserves uintil 200H.

After practicing law for one year in Greenville, South Caroling, [ moved to Hendersonvilie, Narth Caroling in 1983
and opened our office in 1890 and have practiced here since that time. We do a general practice but my emphasis
has been parsonal injury, soctal security, and workers compensation. | also handle part of the estates, estate
planning and real estate partions of our work,

I was first slected to the Henderson County Board of Education in 1996 and have served as chairperson of that
Board since 1996. | have served as President of the local Bar Association and have served on the Board of
Governors of the NCA.

1} What was your first personal Injury trial and how did it go?

Socn after | moved fo Morth Carolina and before [ could {ake the bar, | was assisting my boss in the trial of an auto
wreck on one of the local roads. Although our client had stoppad drinking ahout a year bafore the wrack, he had
been a hard drinker mosi of his life. He had a terible time recalling the facts which were basically pretty simpla.

Qur client and his son ran a garage and were called io assist someone out In one of the mountain communities
early ore morning. His son was driving the fruck and our client was a passenger. As they approached a hill on the
route, & physician's wife on the other side of the hill missed her turn. She stopped and backed up over the tap of
the hifi and my client and his son ran into the rear of her car. Both vehicles were damaged a great deal and the
physlcian's wife and our glient were hurt-aftbough neither were hurt badly.

On the day before he was to testify, | fook him out to the scene and walked him through the wreck and his
testimony several timas, He seemed to remember everything. Whean he got on the stand he barely could remember
his nams let alone the wreck. Mercifully, the judge called both sides to the bench after the ovidence was all in and
told 4s in ne uncertain tarms that both parties were at fauit and we could go home.

| leamed some tough lessons in that one. All cases seem better at the start than they actually are and merory at
its best is unralibis.

2} What was your mosat memorable persanal injury trial and why?

Unlike many who have large verdicts and spectacular cutcomes, the memories of my trials center on the people
whe were Involved. Yery often cur paths cross after the trial and in many cases, our lives seearmn intertwined. n the
late 1580s, a tragedy that is still refarred to as the Easter Massacre ocourred. Al the funeral of a relative of his ex-
wife, a man shot and killed his former mother-in-law, father-In-law, and nephew. He shot but did mot fatally wound
his farmer wife, sister-in-law, and anather niecs. He then sat down next to the chureh and waited for the Sherifi to
arrive and arrast him,

The families of those kllled and wounded came to me and asked that | bring wrongful death actions and clalms for
imjuries against the man wha committed thesa crimes. Factually, it was not difficult, for the killer had confessed and
did not put up any defensa ko the civil suit. The damages were well in excsss of a million dollars.

From a technical standpalnt this case was memorable due to the coordination that was required with those who
were prosacuting the killer, the work that needed to be done to discover assets and the axacution of the judgments.
It took us well over a year to work thraugh the partial satisfaction of the jJudgmants.
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From a personal standpoint, this case was memorable because | bacame involved in the lives of several families.
Almost all of them became friends and we have worked togather on community activitles since that time. Several
have relied on ma to do the legal work for their famllies in nearly all the things that have done over the years.

Ironically, | found that the circumstances that caused the massacre grew out of a land dispute over a road 1o his
property that came through his in-aws property. | have seen over the years that more deaths of this nature are
caused by disputes over land than ene would imagine.

3) What did you learn most from mentoring iawyers when you started?

Other than showing me the way to the courthouse, they took the time to make sure | understood what | was doing
and why. That sounds very basic but they, along with the various clerks in the courthouse, taught me humility and
the nesd to treat averyone invalved in the process with the greatest amount of respect and deferance. It paid
immense dividends and made my life much easier.

4) What would you share with a young lawyer now?

What you do for a living does not dsfine who you are. How you go about practicing your craft does determine what
type of person you are. Make sure that when you complete your work for somanns, you will feel comfortable seeing
them the next week on the street and talking to them. Regardless of what your adversary may deo, you can choose
how to act.

5} How has the insurance defense bar changed?

It is far more impersonal. Very oftsn the attorneys come from distant areas and | have no history with them. This
makes mutual trust and respect difficult to cultivate and retain.

6} Please comment on the state of the aute injury practice in North Carolina.

| believe this varies to some degree from area to arsa. All of us have felt the impact of jury bias and unreasonably
lowe verdicts. The only way | know to combal the perceptions the general public has of aftorneys and this practice is
ko have your community identify your practice with solid and respected members of the bar. It is far easier for the
public to criticize the practice in general than it is to ¢riticize their attorney for the practice.

7} Who was the flrst personal injury client who touched you and why?

Several years after | started work in Hendersonville, we were involved in madical malpractice lawsuit invelving a
young boy whe lost the use of his lower body due o the negligence of his anesthesiclogist in a surgery to repair his
aorta. After doing several of the medical depositions, | was sent to San Antonio, Tesxas o take some additional
medical depositions and do a "Day in the Lifg" video,

The yourg man was about 10-11 years of age at the time and we fiimad him from the time he got up and crawled
ta the bathroom, through his school day, and when he went to bed. It was absolutely amazing watching him get
through a day. His courage and desire to live and be as "normal” as possible really hit home. My oldest was a little
younger than him at the time and 1 thought how lucky | was. That young man taught me what real courage was --a
lessan | have nevar forgotten.

Ervin Bazzie practices in Hendersonville, North Caroling with Bazzle, Carr and Parce, P.A, The firrn Is focated af
285 East Allsn Streef, Hendarsonvifle, NC 28792, Baz can be contacted at (828) 697-4327 or

ghazzieflbazzie carriow. cor,

On Point — Topics from the Section Listserv

Membership in the Section listserv is a fremendous and valuable {and free) benefit of being an Aute Torts Section
mamber.
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If comparative nagligance doas ultimately bacome the law, the Auto Torts Section listsery will be the most valuable
rasaurae for you to ask questions, brainstorm and provide information.

Below is a list of wide-ranging topics that have been recently discussed by Section members on the listserv. As you
can see, these topics greatly benefited all members of the Section listaery.

+ THicara Queyts * Igjeas far Yoir fHre Questions

+ Tfg. an Ralsigh Srine Bectors » Sacond Dog Allack Cacs

+ Plalnliff Aleohet e » Maotigr by axhude axpan

« Tinnklus Bolllamentzfierdicts  Adjuster clafms werk product

* dfinimum Limits — INTERAstate Trucking ~ Trial intesprater

+ Detange Disaovary Quastan +Pediatric neur-pryshologist

¥ (X1 = Sosaralge Immursty = uraranty Furd Bill Passed

* Spinal Pecampeassion — Chirsprecdic Treaimend +Rowen e Gaaton

+ Wk Wanton « oLty Buliding ootk regulremsn Cous:s
+ Blgine of Limiiations ~ ERISA Claims Hmeding & adasant proparly

+ Contributory Nagioancs Cieeatlan e N7 Glatute of Repasoe — now 12 yenis

+ Qeoibungmant ¥, Supregatian * Begging for relief - smatied calendss nighinmarg
= Pargnts clalm e medicat expensas + GO (5 daya bafore and aftar et loes]

In addition to thess tapics thera are often lawyer, expert, doctor, accident reconstruction, mediztor, judge and other
recommendations.

So don't delay - make the most of your Section membership, contact Andrea Davis today to set-Up your Section
listsery accaunt.

Already a mamber of the Section listserv? Click Here for & handy listeery FAQ.

Eite and Law ~ Section Mamber Annnuncements
The Law Office of Hardison Waod would ke to announce their new address:

D. Hardison Wood

Law Office of D. Hardison Woad

1400 Crescent Green Drive, Suite 100
Cary, Morth Carolina 27518

W O19.233.0520

F: 9192330521

Toll freg: 1.877.823.7211

Site: hitpe iy hardisomwood com
Blog: hitpuffhan. neproductiaw.com
Skype Mame: hardisorwood

- TR e T T R AR T e T ———

Scott Adams and Brent Patterson of Patterson & Adams, PLLC are pleased to announce that attornay Andraw
5. Hiller has joined the legal team at Patterson & Adams, PILLC. Andrew will practice primarily from the firm's
Gastonia office and concentrate on Personal Injury and Workers' Compensation Law. He ofiicially began at the firm
on July 1, 2009,
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Hiller's experienge as an advocate draws from noteworthy professional and personal achievements. He spant bvo
years at a defense firm in Atlanta, Georgia, where he received first-class instruction in complex corporate litigation,
and got a taste for representing consumers in smaller claims referred to the firm through Legal Aid.

After studying world history at Auburn University, Alabama, Hiller spent a year in national service as an
AmeriCorps member, building affordable hames for low-Income families in Columbus, Geargia, through Habitat for
Humanity.

Hiller obitained his Juris Doctorate, with honars, from Motre Dame Law School where he participated also in moot
court and assistad in the production of the Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics & Public Policy. A native of Atlanta,
Georgia, he now resides in Huntersville with his wife.

Pattorson & Adams, PLLC is a parsonal Injury firm astabiished in 2004 with locations in Gastonia, Conceord and
Salisbury. The firm recantly announced the grand opening of its newest location In Cornslivs. Visit Patterson &
Adams at wwnw patterson-adams.com.

PR e e i e T R P R T b R} -

Mews from Lewis & Daggeit of Winston-Salam:

+ Lewls & Daggett proudly sponsored {he 3rd Annual Rusty Harpe Memarial 200 at the Caraway Speedway on
July 1, 2008, The race honors the memory of Rusty Harpe, a former Late Maodel Stock division driver wha lost his
life: in & farm accident in 2007 . Rusty's father, Chip Harpe, has been a lonutime supporter of Lewis & Daggett's
Safe Sobar Prom Night program. Sponsoting the race is a way for Lewfs & Daggett to give back to the Harpe
family and the many fans.

» Aftorney Mare Madonia of Lewis & Daggett participated in the "Swim Acrmss the Sound” in RBridgeport,
Connecticut on August 1, 2008, Marc and his team of five others finished sixth out of 23 teams and raised more
than $17 000 for the 5t Vincent's Medical Center Foundation, The "Swim"™ has a unique niche, providing cancer
aducation, screening, and prevention programs at low- or no-cost for the slderly and underserved. |n addition, the
"Swim” helps individual cancer patients on a case-by-case basis with specific needs, such as the funding of wigs
and prosthesas, medication assistance, freg ransportation to treatments and appointmants, day-care scholarships
and suppork grouns. To learn more abaout this organization and event, please visit:

http ey swirnacrossthesound.org.

We are happy to include announcerments from Section Members concerning their personal, famify, faw praciice,
and other service, and legal announcemernts. Please emall personal {births, marriages, graduations, honors and
accomplishments) or attorneyfirm-rafated announcements to Stewart Cloniz for inclusfon in upcoming issues of the
nenvsfatier.
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Upeoming Section Events ~ Save the Date!

REG!STER TODAY! Qctoher 22-25, Mountain Magic, Grove Patk Inn, Ashaville
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Mountain Magic offers NCAJ mambars a unique opportunity to relax, nefwork with colleagues and earn CLE credit
while enjoying the beautiful fall colors of Wesiern NCI This much-anticipated event offers a general session
featuring a national speaker, concurrent workshops in a variety of practice areas and opportunities to enjoy
networking and down-time with your colleagues from across the state.

In addition to all tha great CLE and svents planned, there are events planned especially for the Auto Torts Section:

Friday, October 23, 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM: Aute Torts Section Maeting

Saturday, October 24, durlng the morning hours: workshops planned include Deposing the Driver in & Tractar
Trailer Cass, Helping the Solo/Small Firm Equalize the Legal Playing Fleld, How fo Resolve Stalled Cases,
Effective Onfing Markefing and much, much more!

SAVE THE DATE FOR THIS CLE!
MWovernber 13

Mufs & Bolts of Personal fijury Glaims
Sheraton Four Seasons, Greenshoro

CLE Program Chalrs, Michelle Clifton and John MecCabe are planning a tremendeous CLE just for you. Stay tuned
for details and registration informaticn in upcoming issues of the Section e-newslatter,

2009-10 Auto Toris Section Officers

Chair: Jeremy Tanner (Clayton)
Vice Chair & Ethics Chair: Don Higley (Greenville)

Secretary: B, Afred Patrick (Greenville}

Immeadiate Past Chair: Julie Bell (Winston-Salem)

CLE Co-Chair: Adrienne Blocker (Greenshorg)

CLE Co-Chair: Michelle Clifton (Winston-Salam}
Communications Chair: J_Stewsrt Clontz {Durham})

Legal Affairs Chalr: Chrizs MNichols (Raleigh}

Legislative Co-Chair: J. Breft Dayis {Ralsigh)

Legislative Co-Chair: Douglas Mauman {Winstan-Salem)
Listsery Security Officer: Sean Cole {Durham)

Membership Co-Chair {Charlotta): Thomas Aingworth {Charlotie)
Membershlp Co-Chair (Western): Brian Davis (Asheville}
Mambership Co-Chair (Eastern}: Maredith Hinton {Greenvilie)
Membership Co-Chair (Triangla) Gavin Routt (Durbam)
Membership Co«Chair (Triad): Kevin Wiliams (Vyinston-Salem)
PAC Chair Jason Qrndoff (Hickery)

Publlcations Chair: hichael lordan (Durham}

YLD Section Liaison: bersdith Hinton {Greenville)

Registration Powered Gy 1235ignup
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